
Civil rights movement 
1960s and 1970s



Phyllis Schlafly

 How is Phyllis Schlafly’s attitude toward women’s rights different than Betty 

Friedan? 

 What new legislation is Schlafly opposed to and what reason does she give?

ARTICLE ON SCHLAFLY

EQUAL PAY ACT… 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/15/phyllis-schlafly-equal-pay_n_5154150.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/15/phyllis-schlafly-equal-pay_n_5154150.html


 Unidentified family members of Pvt. Felix Longoria of Three 
Rivers, Texas, observe a moment of silence beside his flag-
draped casket in Arlington National Cemetery, Va., Feb. 16, 
1949. Longoria was killed on a volunteer mission during World 
War II in the Philippines, where his remains were recovered in 
1948 and sent to Three Rivers cemetery for burial. When the 
funeral director refused the use of his chapel on the grounds 
that Longoria was Mexican, the American G.I. Forum, a 
Mexican American civil rights group, wrote to Sen. Lyndon B. 
Johnson, who arranged for a burial with full military honors at 
Arlington Cemetery.

 Why would Hector Garcia be influenced to serve on the U.S. 
Commission of Civil Rights? 



Chicano Movement 

 Based on this poster… 

 What was the movement about? 

 Who was the leader of this movement? 

 How was the leader of this movement similar to Martin Luther King Jr? 

 Why would a movement like this be effective? 

 What group evolved out of this movement and continued using forms of strikes, 

marches and boycotts? 

 What female Hispanic Civil Rights Movement leader joined this cause? 



MENDEZ V WESTMINSTER SCHOOL DISTRICT(1947)

 Mexican-Americans were sent to separate schools in 
California 

 Mexican-American parents challenged this practice

 District court ruled that this practice violated 14th

amendment (equal protection of the laws)

 The school district NOT HAPPY

 appealed the decision!!!

 There was a state law that Chinese and Japanese children 
had to be segregated but did not include those of “Mexican 
blood” 

 Therefore, separation of race was NOT PERMITTED if there 
was not state law on it. 

LATER THAT YEAR… CALIFORNIA GOT RID OF ALL OF THEIR 
SEGREGATION LAWS 



DELGADO V BASTROP ISD (1948)

 Inspired by Mendez v. Westminster ISD

 Sued Bastrop ISD

 Argued segregation was illegal without a specific law requiring it

 US District Court Agreed—stopped segregation of Mexican-American students 



Hernandez v. Texas 

 Hernandez was convicted of murder

 All white “Anglo” jury

 No Mex-Am served on jury for over 25 yrs

 Mexican-Americans considered white in jury selection(so Texas argued)—IT 

WAS ALL A COINCIDENCE

 Lawyers also objected to these jurors

 Hernandez appealed to Supreme Court –claimed EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER 

LAW… (what is this amendment????)

 US SUPREME COURT ruled that Mexican Americans were a SEPARATE CLASS.

 Deserved members of their class on jury!!!

HERNANDEZ WAS RE-TRIED… STILL FOUND GUILTY… BUT… CHANGED POLITICAL 

SYSTEM.

FAMOUS FOR MURDER??? 



EDGEWOOD ISD V KIRBY (1984)
 Edgewood School District was a poor large Mexican-American school district

 The school believed the STATE funds for rich and poor districts were 

drastically different 

 A Mexican American legal group (MALDEF) filed suit against the Texas 

Education Commissioner (Kirby)

 They said it violated the Texas Constitution which promised “fair and 

efficient” public school system

 Texas Supreme Court agreed with school district and ordered state to create a 

better system for school finances!!! 



QUICK REVIEW—matching 

COURT CASE

1. Mendez v Westminster

1. Delgado v Bastrop ISD

1. Hernandez v Texas

1. Edgewood ISD v Kirby 

DECISION 
A. Required changes in school finance to 

increase funding for students in 
poorer school districts

B. Segregation of Mexican American 
children was illegal in TEXAS 

C. Ruled that Mexican Americans, 
though not a separate race, were 
still entitled as a CLASS to protection 
under the 14th Amendment

D. Segregation of children of a group 
was illegal without a special state 
law requiring it



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

 What was the purpose of the movement? 

 What slogan did the have that was similar to the African American movement? 

OCCUPYING ALCATRAZ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ_KM-h_A9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ_KM-h_A9g

